Dogs & Domesticated Animals
77-1-1. [Dogs, cats, domesticated fowls and birds are personal property.]
That dogs, cats and domesticated fowls and birds shall be deemed and considered as personal
property, and all remedies given for the recovery of personal property and of damages for
injuries thereto are hereby extended to them.
77-1-2. Dog killing or injuring livestock; damages; dog to be killed.
If any dog shall kill or injure any livestock, the owner or keeper of such dog shall be liable for
all damages that may be sustained thereby, to be recovered by the party so injured before any
court having competent jurisdiction, and it shall be unlawful to keep such dog after it is known
that the dog is liable to kill livestock, and it shall be the duty of the owner to kill, or have killed,
the dog upon order of the court after a finding that the dog has killed or injured livestock, and
provided further, that it shall be the right of any owner of livestock so killed or injured by the
actions of any dog to kill the dog while it is upon property controlled by the owner of the
livestock.
77-1-3. Vaccination of dogs and cats required.
Any person who owns or keeps a dog or cat over the age of three months in this state shall have
the dog or cat vaccinated against rabies as prescribed by regulation of the health and
environment department [department of health]. All antirabies vaccine shall be administered by
or under the supervision of a licensed veterinarian who shall issue a serially numbered certificate
and tag for each such administration.
77-1-4. Repealed.

77-1-5. Vaccination of dogs and cats brought into state.
Any dog or cat brought into the state shall be securely confined by the owner or keeper until
vaccinated against rabies, which vaccination shall be administered within one week after entry
into the state unless the owner or keeper has a certificate of vaccination issued by a veterinarian
in another state or foreign country and such vaccination conforms to the requirements of this
state.
77-1-6. Notice to health officer of animal bite; confinement; animal contact with rabid
animals; animal rabies quarantine; procedure following death from rabies.
The health and environment department [department of health] shall prescribe regulations for the
reporting of animal bites, confinement and disposition of rabies-suspect animals, rabies
quarantine and the disposition of dogs and cats exposed to rabies, in the interest of public health
and safety.

77-1-7, 77-1-8. Repealed.
77-1-9. Dogs; destruction.
A. Any peace officer may impound any dog found running at large unaccompanied by and not
under the control of the owner or handler, and further, the peace officer shall destroy the dog if it
is in the act of pursuing or wounding livestock or wounding and killing poultry or attacking
humans.
B. Any peace officer may kill any dog in the act of pursuing or wounding any livestock or
wounding or killing poultry or attacking humans whether or not the dog wears a rabies tag
required by Section 77-1-3 NMSA 1978. There shall be no liability of the peace officer in
damages or otherwise for such killing.
77-1-9. Dogs; destruction.
A. Any peace officer may impound any dog found running at large unaccompanied by and not
under the control of the owner or handler, and further, the peace officer shall destroy the dog if it
is in the act of pursuing or wounding livestock or wounding and killing poultry or attacking
humans.
B. Any peace officer may kill any dog in the act of pursuing or wounding any livestock or
wounding or killing poultry or attacking humans whether or not the dog wears a rabies tag
required by Section 77-1-3 NMSA 1978. There shall be no liability of the peace officer in
damages or otherwise for such killing.
77-1-10. Vicious animals; rabid or unvaccinated dogs and cats; failure to destroy.
A. It is unlawful for any person to keep any animal known to be vicious and liable to attack or
injure human beings unless such animal is securely kept to prevent injury to any person.
B. It is unlawful to keep any unvaccinated dog or cat or any animal with any symptom of
rabies.
C. It is unlawful to fail or to refuse to destroy vicious animals or unvaccinated dogs or cats
with symptoms of rabies as prescribed by regulation of the health and environment department
[department of health] for the protection of public health and safety.
77-1-11. Repealed.
77-1-12. Local control by ordinance; dogs and cats running at large.
Each municipality and each county shall make provision by ordinance for the seizure and
disposition of dogs and cats running at large and not kept or claimed by any person on the
person's premises; provided, however, that the ordinance does not conflict with the provisions of
Chapter 77, Article 1B NMSA 1978.

77-1-13. Penalty.
Violation of Sections 77-1-3 and 77-1-10 NMSA 1978 and Section 6 [77-18-1 NMSA 1978] of
this act or regulations or orders issued pursuant thereto shall be a misdemeanor.

77-1-14, 77-1-15. Repealed.
77-1-15.1. Regulation and licensure of dogs; impoundment of animals; qualified service
animals exempt.
A. Every municipality and each county may provide by ordinance for the mandatory licensure
of dogs over the age of three months. License fees shall be fixed by the responsible municipality
or county. Proof of vaccination against rabies shall be provided by the owner or keeper before a
license is issued. A combined rabies vaccination certificate and license may be provided by
ordinance.
B. Every municipality and each county shall provide for the impoundment of rabies-suspect
animals and shall designate a part-time or full-time animal control officer who shall be
deputized to enforce animal control laws, orders, ordinances and regulations.
C. No fee shall be charged for the licensure of qualified service animals who are trained to
lead partially or totally blind persons, aid hearing impaired persons or assist mobility impaired
persons.
77-1-16. Repealed.
77-1-17. Abandoned dogs and cats; notice to owner; disposal without liability.
A. As used in this act [section], "custodian" means the owner or operator of a veterinary clinic
or hospital, a doctor of veterinary medicine, a kennel, grooming parlor or other animal care
facility.
B. Any dog or cat placed in the custody of a veterinarian, kennel, animal clinic or hospital,
grooming parlor or other animal care facility shall be deemed to be abandoned if, after the term
of any agreement for board or other care has expired, the dog or cat has not been reclaimed
within ten days after written notice has been given the owner or his agent by registered or
certified mail.
C. Any dog or cat deemed abandoned under the provisions of Subsection B of this section,
may be disposed of by the custodian if not reclaimed. Notice of the intent to dispose of a dog or
cat shall be given to the owner or his agent by registered or certified mail. Such notice, when
sent to the address given to the custodian by the owner, shall relieve the custodian from all
liability to the owner or his agent for the disposal of the dog or cat.
D. The custodian may turn over an abandoned dog or cat to the municipal or county animal
control center, pound or shelter for disposal by them. Nothing in this act [section] shall affect the
holding time or notice procedures regarding any municipal or county control facility which is
owned or operated by, or is under contract or franchise to, a municipality or county.

E. Nothing in this act [section] shall relieve the owner of a dog or cat for the payment of all
reasonable charges for medical or care services rendered to the dog or cat while in the custody of
a veterinarian, kennel, animal clinic or hospital, grooming parlor or other animal care facility.
77-1-18. Short title.
This act [77-1-18 to 77-1-20 NMSA 1978] may be cited as the "Pet Sterilization Act".
77-1-19. Definitions.
As used in the Pet Sterilization Act [77-1-18 to 77-1-20 NMSA 1978]:
A.

"animal" means a cat or dog;

B. "animal shelter" means any animal facility operated privately or by or for a municipality or
county, in which stray, lost or unwanted animals are kept and released for adoption;
C. "sterilization" means rendering an animal unable to reproduce, either by the spaying of a
female animal or by the neutering of a male animal; and
D. "sterilization deposit" means that portion of the adoption fee charged by the animal shelter
when a person adopts an unsterilized animal; the "sterilization deposit" is refunded when the
animal is sterilized.
77-1-20. Sterilization agreement and sterilization deposit required.
A. No animal shall be released from an animal shelter to an adopting person unless a
sterilization agreement has been signed and a sterilization deposit has been paid, as provided in
Subsections C and D of this section.
B. In addition to any adoption fee charged, a sterilization deposit of at least twenty-five
dollars ($25.00) shall be imposed on the adoption of each animal from an animal shelter.
C. Animals less than six months of age shall be released only upon payment of the adoption
fee and a sterilization deposit and after the adopting person has signed an agreement stating he
will have the adopted animal sterilized when it is no older than six months of age.
D. Adult animals over the age of six months shall be released only upon payment of the
adoption fee and a sterilization deposit and after the adopting person has signed an agreement
stating he will have the animal sterilized within thirty days of the date of adoption.
E. The sterilization deposit shall be reimbursed only upon presentation of a receipt from a
veterinarian that the adopted animal has been sterilized.
F. An unsterilized animal reclaimed by its owner shall be released without being sterilized
upon payment of the twenty-five dollars ($25.00) for the sterilization deposit and impoundment
fees imposed by the shelter, and the owner shall sign an agreement stating he will sterilize the
animal within thirty days after release or will obtain a breeder permit or its equivalent. The
sterilization deposit shall be reimbursed upon presentation by the owner of a receipt from a
veterinarian that the animal has been sterilized.

